
MARRIAGE AND CIVIL PARTNERSHIP (SCOTLAND) BILL 

ANONYMOUS SUBMISSION 

How would you characterise your views on the Bill in general? 

In opposition 

I find it difficult to understand why given the current social and economic climate 
when there are so very many other issues needing to be addressed that politicians 
have decided to spend so much time and money on this matter given that no party 
has a mandate from the electorate on this matter. Very undemocratic. 

How would you characterise your views on the introduction of same sex 
marriage, so that same sex couples can marry each other? 

In opposition 

From time immemorial marriage has always been  the union of one man and one 
woman for the purpose of having children, raising children and protecting and 
nurturing family life. It is the very foundation of society.  Children are deserving of a 
mother and a father. Any attempts to redefine marriage will have serious implications 
for the rights of children, parents and those holding to traditional marriage values. 

How would you characterise your views on putting belief celebrants on the 
same footing as religious celebrants? 

In opposition 

How would you characterise your views on the arrangements for authorising 
celebrants to solemnise opposite sex and same sex marriage (including the 
opt-in procedures)? 

I do not feel that any marriage celebrants should be forced against their conscience 
to authorise same sex unions.I feel that public sector employees should have their 
rights respected and enshrined in law to afford them protection. 

How would you characterise your views on civil partnerships changing to 
marriages?  

In opposition 

It is my understanding that when civil partnerships were introduced that they were 
afforded the same legal rights as married people.Why is it therefore now necessary 
to seek to redefine the law? How much is this going to cost the tax payer?   I would 
be especially interested in why the government is pressing ahead despite the 
outcome of the public   consultation on this issue 

How would you characterise your views on allowing civil marriage ceremonies 
to take place anywhere, other than religious premises, agreed between the 
couple and registrar? 



In opposition 

Since I believe in traditional marriage and feel that family life and children need to be 
protected I would be opposed to civil marriages taking place in public outdoor areas 
where children may be. 

How would you characterise your views on allowing the religious and belief 
registration of civil partnerships? 

In opposition 

Same sex unions do not adhere to Christian teaching on marriage and so I fail to see 
how same sex unions can be authentically registered. 

How would you characterise your views on allowing transgender persons to 
stay married when obtaining a full Gender Recognition Certificate, which 
provides legal recognition in the acquired gender? 

Would you like to comment on the wider issue of protections for those in 
society who may have concerns about same sex marriage? 

As a former public sector employee I am extremely concerned at the pressure faced 
by those in the public sector to conform to so called 'politically correct' indoctrination 
with particular reference to the promotion of Lesbian Gay Bi Sexual and Transgender 
issues.  As a Christian I worked in a public sector office with approximately 400 staff. 
There were five floors in our office. I came into my office one day to be confronted 
with A3 size Stonewall Posters in the workspace, on all floors, corridors, meetings 
rooms etc saying 'Some people are gay , get over it'. This was despite regular 
equality and diversity staff training sessions saying that tolerance and respect for 
others should be practised.  During a discussion in one of the regular equality and 
training sessions on the matter of LGBT issues I raised the subject of the poster 
message. I explained that I had no problem with the statement 'Some people are 
gay' but that I felt that the phrase 'get over it' was disrespectful of my views on the 
matter as a Christian.I explained that as a Christian I believed that the practice of 
homosexuality was a sin but that this did not mean that I hated anyone, however,I 
objected to the fact that I would be characterised as 'homophobic' for airing my 
Christian views. I said that as a Christian I felt that I was being targeted by Stonewall 
propaganda. Nothing was done about the Stonewall posters which seemed to 
demonstrate to me that there is a hierarchy of rights and that Sexual Orientation 
rights are more highly favoured in the public sector.On more than one occasion 
LGBT issues were the subject of equality and diversity training.   I know from being a 
parent that the same pressure is being faced by friends teaching in schools. What 
about protecting the rights of those who hold traditional views on marriage and family 
life and who are opposed to the redefinition of marriage. Many people are deeply 
concerned at the insidious influence of 'political correctness' not least because it is 
all pervasive and deeply damaging 

Would you like to comment on the wider issue of freedom of speech? 

There have been numerous cases reported in the media that cause me great 
concern, particularly, where they involve people being afraid of losing their jobs,or 



indeed having their chances of employment or promotion or indeed pay adversely 
affected.   One young friend in teaching has told me that before the summer her 
school had inserted LGBT Helpline posters in all of the teachers' staff room 
mailboxes and that they were expected to put these up in class.As a Christian she 
did not feel that she could do this as she had pastoral concern for her pupils.It 
transpired that the posters were removed and nothing more was heard about them, 
but had she raised her viewpoint how would that have impacted upon her 
employment. We have already heard about the housing manager at Trafford 
Housing Trust, which is apparently not even a public sector authority, who was 
demoted and suffered financially by having 40% of his salary cut for remarks stating 
his belief that same sex marriage in a church was 'an equality too far'. These 
remarks were made in his own time on his own Facebook .A shocking disregard of 
freedom of speech. There are many other such incidences.Sadly they are becoming 
too numerous to mention but they have affected people in many workplace 
professions.  Freedom of speech must be protected but it is being eroded daily by 
political correctness which has a cancerous effect on our society. Increasingly 
people are feeling that they are being coerced into declaring support for 
matters/issues which they cannot in conscience support. Such people must know 
that they can talk about their views on marriage without fear of discrimination. 

Would you like to comment on any other wider issues in relation to the Bill that 
are not mentioned above? 

If freedom of speech is not protected then persecution is what follows.     We need to 
ensure that society does not crumble into factions for the sake of children and 
families.    Indeed we need to focus more on the rights of children to a mother and a 
father. 

Are you responding as... 

a private individual 
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